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Dorothea Walker Elementary School
Minutes of PAC General Meeting, 
November 15, 2018
Meeting Commenced at 6:00pm


Attendees: 	
DWE PAC Members: Todd Knutson, Simon Adams, Steve Walker, Renee Woolley, Courtney Jones, Jennifer Carnate, Cara Carpenter, Trudi Trask, Darlene Atkinson, Stephanie Harland, Michelle Kershaw, Jennifer Huber, Laura Lebbon 

Absent PAC Members: Betty Yao, Abbey Westbury

Parent Participants: Kendra Dixson, Andrea van Niekerk, Laura Ryan, Virginia Anderson, Theodora Koulis, Nicole Seager, Terresa Li, Shannon Wilson, Vera Goudie, Tim Austen, Peter Morgan

Meeting Chaired by DWE PAC President, Todd Knutson	

PART 1 – Administration Update

1. Call to Order and Welcome
· Introduction
· Sue Bergen Introduced Vianne Kintzinger, School District #23 Assistant Superintendent

2. Presentation by Vianne Kintzinger
2.1. Portfolios
· Vianne Kintzinger has within her portfolio, central zone and graduation.
· Rhonda Ovelson, School District #23 Superintendent, (not present) has within her portfolio: French Immersion program.
· Herald Schock, Energy & Sustainability Mgr (not present):  has emission reduction in his portfolio.
· Dave Widdis, Plannin Mgr (not present):  has Operations Management and could speak to projections and where are we putting students in the future.

2.2. Canyon Falls Middle School (CFM)
· Construction on schedule for Occupancy Sept 2019
· 700 student capacity
· A Principal will be selected for CFM in January or February 2019
· Future Principal and SD#23 Operations will provide feedback on transportation routes
· CFM school will be 6,7,8 for English
· Mental health counsellors are present in all middle schools

2.3. Sue Bergen and Vianne’s summary of school populations
· New school will have a trickle down effect on all schools in the area, taking some student population pressure off.
· Sue Bergen:  80 grade 6 students leaving DWE at end of year, 20 students coming, so essentially it is estimated that the school as a whole will have 60 less students population.
· Very unlikely that DWE will be in a space crunch next year.
· Some growth (0.5%) in our area, low compared to 1.2% growth in Glenmore.  Despite building and densification, not all of the Mission’s new housing has kids.
· Across district, 270 students above projections made earlier.
· KSS is at over 1800 students, with no additional space to take an additional grade.
· Regarding Budget: All schools get staffing allocation, custodian, lights, utilities, plus $325 per child for budget.  Per child funding is for individual schools discretionary spending.  90% of districts overall budget is salaries.
· Over and above funding from School District, individual schools receive annual facilities grants.
· Regarding split grades: There is a wide range of academic abilities within a class, and blended grades assist in this case, and therefore split grades will continue, even if less student population pressure.
· DWE is on the list for bathroom renovations.
· In the new year, Sue and the District will help to reschedule a meeting with Rhonda Ovelson and potentially the Transportation rep (to review bus requirements).

3. Christmas Concert
· To be referenced as a Winter Concert
· teachers had meeting to pick a date, and in the end, almost unanimous vote to not have one.
· Sue and staff have been informed of depth of parent disappointment
· Decision stands for this year.
· Main concerns from teachers was the amount of time required and therefore was not a priority when balanced against redesigned curriculum took precedence
· PAC advised that there are parents willing to help
· Sue noted that staff have diverse talents, but not all teachers are strong in music

4. Miscellaneous Updates
· Renee Woolley made request for fridge in PAC room
· Susan Jilek (DWE) provided Sue with a concept sketch for a new Wildcats logo

PART 2 – PAC Business

1. Hot Lunch Program - Cara Carpenter
· Would be good to have an additional coordinator to help Trudi
· Nothing more significant to report
· Cara Carpenter moved for a decision to purchase a $50 gift card for Julie Haines.  Seconded by Darlene Atkinson.

2. Family Photo Fundraiser - Renee Woolley
· Successful:  Sitting appointments sold out.
· Weather held out just long enough for all appointments.

3. Art Cards (Oct/Nov) - Michelle Kershaw
· cannot see order amounts online, so funding success not yet known
· class dedication was inconsistent - some art was quite organized, and some was not.
· Orders arriving first week of December
· Sometimes mugs get broken when sending art home with kids, so parent involvement necessary
· shipping UPS or Purolator, so will not be impacted by Canada Post strikes.

4. Save-On Cash Cards - Jennifer Huber
· Scheduling to be issued at the same time as Purdy’s still.
· Very strong start to the fund-raising campaign.

5. Purdy’s Chocolates - Steph Harland
· Sign-up sheet distributed to obtain help for distribution during the week of Dec 3.

6. Movie Night
· Thursday December 6.  Doors open @ 5:00 doors.  Movie starts @ 5:30.
· Hot chocolate and popcorn sales
· Steph doing shopping.  Buying decent popcorn and popping with machine outdoors.
· $300-$500 for cost for movie
· Abby for poster production
· Will be on Facebook page
· Will rent movie a couple days before and do a dry run showing of movie

7. Babysitting for PAC meeting
· Cannot fund payment by PAC for babysitting, but can offer family fun night bracelet or free hotlunches.  Motion to vote by Renee Woolley that babysitter will get family fun night bracelet and food - $15 value.  Second by Darlene Atkinson.  Voted in favour.

8. New Business - Communications
· Simon making changes how the Facebook Page is managed so that there isn’t an anonymous person posting on behalf of the PAC.
· Currently Facebook page has 90 followers.  Simon will be able to port followers over to the new site.
· Michelle Kershaw also suggested working the School site better.  Currently outdated.
· Recommendation that PAC ask school to beef up their communication as well.

Upcoming Events

9. Next Meeting(s)
· Tuesday , Nov 20 for budget meeting (6:00 pm)
· Sue and/or Mary to be invited for the budget meeting.
· Agenda to cover big ticket and one-off budget items first, so that Administration can leave and we can finalize the small routine items.
· Madame Mondoor asked if she could attend to present her budget item.

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm.
Steve Walker, Secretary
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