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Minutes of PAC General Meeting, 
January 18, 2018
Meeting Commenced at 6:30 pm


Attendees: 
Administration Representatives: Sue Bergen, Mary Berg
DWE PAC Members: Todd Knutson, Michelle Kershaw, Simon Adams, Julie Haines, Renee Woolley, Nicole Bogdonovic, Darlene, Atkinson, Stephanie Harland, Courtney Jones
Parent Participants: Kendra Penrose, Shannon Wires, Christy Legeyt, Ward Willison, Sarah Stark

Meeting Chaired by DWE PAC President, Todd Knutson

1. Call to Order and Welcome 

2. Approval of Agenda & November 15, 2017 minutes
A minor amendment was made to the November 15th, 2017 minutes to remove “playground bark mulch” from the list of 2017/2018 PAC Supported Projects list.

Motion moved by Julie Haynes to approve the November 15th, 2017 minutes as amended, seconded by Michelle Kershaw. All in favour. Motion approved. 

3. Administration Update
· Teachers Parvina Panghali (Grades 1/2) and Ashley Watson (Grades 4/5) offered an exciting presentation on how they are adapting their classroom environments and educational strategies to be more child-centred helping students make-meaning and develop greater knowledge as a consequence of their ideas, observations, interests, and relationships.  For example, teachers use “provocations” or educational displays intended to trigger interest in concepts and experiential learning opportunities.  One interactive “provocation” focused on light.  This provocation generated significant interest and student initiated inquiries as to how light is made, how fast it travels, and more.  These questions then form the basis of delivery of curriculum such as sciences, math, language, etc.  Parents can learn more about this by searching on the internet for “Opal School” (Portland, Oregon) or the “Reggio Emilia” educational philosophy or speaking with DWE school administration.
· School Principal, Sue Bergen provided a few school updates:
· The French Immersion information session is scheduled for next week. 
· February 5th is the first day online registration opens for new students.  Parents are encouraged to login and register their students when registration opens at 7am (don’t wait!).  For more info visit:  https://enrollment.sd23.bc.ca/
· DWE parent feedback on the new provincial student reporting system has been very constructive and helpful to DWE teaching staff.  Teaching staff continue to integrate this feedback and their own learnings to improve their student reporting.
· Open gym at 8am on Tuesdays and Thursdays is being well received.  Currently it is open to Grade 6 students, but may be expanded next week to welcome other intermediate grades in the future (max capacity 25-30 drop-in students).
· Donated materials for a scooter storage cage have arrived at DWE.  DWE is waiting for SD23 operations staff to install the cage.
· 2 new staff have been added to the DWE team:  Joanna Cann (Physical Education Specialist) and Melanie Letnick (FI Grade 1).  These new hires are to replace 1 staff that is on maternity leave and 1 retirement.
· PAC Letter of Request for Safety Improvements (Simon Adams): 
· The PAC unanimously passed a motion to send a letter to SD23 staff articulating their support and desire to see enhancements to the administration office at DWE that will provide line-of-sight to the sidewalk and main entrance of the school.  A copy of the letter is attached at the end of these minutes.

Motion to send the letter concerning enhancements to the administration office for safety reasons.  Motion:  Renee Woolley.   Second: Michelle Kershaw.   All in favour.  
Motion approved.

4. New Business:
· Fundraising and Events:
· Art Cards 
· $12,500 was raised through the Art Card fundraiser resulting in an estimated net profit of $4,000.
· Every class participated in the fundraiser.
· Once again, it appears DWE will be the top Art Card fundraising school in BC!
· A special thank you to Michelle Kershaw, teachers and the Art Card team for making this year another great success!
· Save-On Cash Cards 
· $31,325 worth of cards were sold on a goal of $23,000 resulting in a net profit of approximately $2,500.
· Thank you to Julie Haines for her volunteer leadership on this important fundraiser!
· Purdy’s
· $9,500 was raised through the Purdy’s Chocolate fundraiser resulting in an estimated net profit of $2,400.
· A special thank you to Stephanie, volunteer parents and school staff!  (this fundraiser was a lot of work.  More volunteers will be needed next year.)
· Movie Night
· Is tentatively scheduled for March 2nd at DWE.
· Parent volunteers will be required.
· Assistance with securing healthy snacks and/or beverages is needed.
· Please contact Stephanie Harland or DWEvolunteer@hotlunches.net if you can be of assistance.
· Family Fun Night
· Is scheduled for June 8th.
· Parent Presentation:
· DWE parent, nurse, and sexual health educator – Sarah Stark – provided an overview of the Body Science program designed to provide information on sexual health and how it fits in to the lives of children at their varying stages of development.  Body Science workshops help children learn how their bodies change and what those changes mean. Parents learn how to overcome embarrassment when talking about sexual health, learn words and concepts that are easy to use, and leave workshops equipped to clearly answer the myriad of questions all children are sure to ask.

Sarah’s presentation was very well received and a few PAC members have volunteered to assist Sarah in organizing a community workshop for parents in the future.  It was noted that delivery of any educational curriculum for students must be approved the School District and currently sexual health curriculum is delivered by nursing educators starting at the grade 4 level. 

Interested parents can learn more at www.saleemanoon.com
· Central Okanagan Parent Advisory Council Update (DWE COPAC Rep:  Nicole Bogdonovic):
· COPAC - has a number of educational opportunities for parents.  Of particular interest was the anti-bullying presentation by the group “white hatter” scheduled for spring 2018.  Visit the COPAC website at www.copac.sd23.bc.ca
· COPAC is seeking more parent participation.  There are a number of volunteer committees that parents can become involved in and this is a great opportunity to learn more about the school district at a regional level.  This is also a great opportunity to meet with the senior leadership of School District 23.  
· COPAC is looking to host an all candidates meeting for the upcoming West Kelowna by-election on Feb 14th.

5. Financials:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Financial Update (Julie Haines)
· The financial statement as of December 31, 2017 was presented and reviewed by those present.
· PAC Chequing and Gaming accounts currently show healthy balances, with enough funds to cover previously budgeted commitments.  We are anticipating another substantial addition of funds into our chequing account from our paypal account over the next month or two, as this is the time when most people will be ordering their hot lunches for the Hot Lunch session #2.
· We have expensed all commitments into December’s Income Statement (for now) just so we can have our 2017/2018 commitment/liabilities reflected in our financial statements. We will adjust these expenses as they are paid out (i.e., if cheque to DWE is written in Feb, we will remove the expense from December’s expenses into February’s expenses instead). 
· As a result of this, the current December balance sheet and income statement reflect almost all of our anticipated liabilities/commitments for the remainder of the school year. (* One thing to note:  while this does include all anticipated costs for requested funding from DWE as well as all anticipated hot lunch vendor costs for the remainder of the year, it does NOT include anticipated costs for other fundraising events i.e., Family Fun Night, etc.)





Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.
Next meeting Thursday, February 15th, 2018 at 6:30pm  		
Simon Adams, Secretary






































January 19, 2018

Attention: 
Mitch Vanaller, Director of Operations
Central Okanagan School District #23

Re:  School Safety Improvement at Dorothea Walker Elementary School

Dear Mr. Vanaller,

The following “letter of support” was unanimously passed at the meeting of the Dorothea Walker Elementary School Parent Advisory Committee (DWE PAC) on January 18th, 2018:

The DWE PAC would like to voice our support for the school safety enhancement project involving the main entrance of Dorothea Walker Elementary School that is under consideration by SD23. 

We are aware the project was requested at least a year ago by the DWE school administration.  While we recognize and appreciate there are many requests for facility and capital improvements to SD23 schools, we believe this is a project of priority involving school safety and ask that it be prioritized for immediate action in early-2018 as part of the Annual Facilities Grant process.

As you are likely aware, the current configuration of the DWE main entrance and administration offices offer limited line-of-sight from the administration office to the sidewalk and none to the main entrance of the school.  The result is individuals that have not been vetted by the school administration or those who have no business being in an elementary school can have unfettered access to 2 of 3 school hallways without being observed or approved for access.

As school volunteers and parents, our primary concern is for student safety.  While it is evident that the school upholds a high degree of rigour with respect to security and lock-down procedures, this issue creates a significant vulnerability to student safety and in-effect negates all other relevant security and safety practices at the school.

Given DWE’s close proximity to a high school, the risk of theft, court ordered parent/custodial issues that must be upheld by school staff, and simply the unfortunate reality of our times, we ask that remediation of this safety concern is made SD23’s priority in the new year. 

Thank you to you and your team for your attention to this.

Sincerely,

Dorothea Walker Elementary School 
Parent Advisory Committee
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